
Composers’ Names: ! _____________________________!! _____________________________

_____________________________!! _____________________________

_____________________________!! _____________________________

Poem’s Name: ! ________________________________________________________________

Poet’s Name:! ! ________________________________________________________________

! !  
Checklist: ! ____ Pick a poem.
! !
! ! ____ Read the poem together.
! !
! ! ____ Discover interesting ways to say or sing the words.
! !
! ! ____ Using the pulse or rhythm of a phrase, create an ostinato to accompany the reading of 
! ! ! your poem.
! !
! ! ____ Select special words to emphasize with musical cues or sound effects.
! !
! ! ____ Organize your composition and clearly notate it.

Read the Words: Poem-Based Song
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THE CROCODILE
Lewis Carroll

How doth the little crocodile
Improve his shining tail,
And pour the waters of the Nile
On every golden scale!
             
How cheerfully he seems to grin!
How neatly spread his claws,
And welcomes little fishes in
With gently smiling jaws!
--------------------------------------------------------------

BEAUTIFUL SOUP
Lewis Carroll

BEAUTIFUL Soup, so rich and green, 
Waiting in a hot tureen! 
Who for such dainties would not stoop? 
Soup of the evening, beautiful Soup! 
Soup of the evening, beautiful Soup!

Beau--ootiful Soo-oop! 
Beau--ootiful Soo-oop! 
Soo--oop of the e--e--evening, 
Beautiful, beautiful Soup!

Beautiful Soup! Who cares for fish, 
Game, or any other dish? 
Who would not give all else for two 
Pennyworth only of Beautiful Soup? 
Pennyworth only of beautiful Soup?

Beau--ootiful Soo-oop! 
Beau--ootiful Soo-oop! 
Soo--oop of the e--e--evening, 
Beautiful, beauti--FUL SOUP!
--------------------------------------------------------------

NONSENSES - i
Edward Lear

There was an Old Man with a beard,
Who said, "It is just as I feared!-
Two owls and a hen,
Four larks and a wren,
Have all built their nests in my beard!"

ELETELEPHONY
Laura E. Richards

Once there was an elephant,
Who tried to use the telephant--
No! no! I mean an elephone
Who tried to use the telephone--
(Dear me! I am not certain quite
That even now I've got it right.) 
Howe'er it was, he got his trunk
Entangled in the telephunk;
The more he tried to get it free,
The louder buzzed the telephee--
(I fear I'd better drop the song
Of elephop and telephong!)

--------------------------------------------------------------
CATERPILLAR
Christina Rossetti
 
Brown and furry
Caterpillar in a hurry,
Take your walk
To the shady leaf, or stalk,
Or what not,
Which may be the chosen spot.
No toad spy you,
Hovering bird of prey pass by you;
Spin and die,
To live again a butterfly.

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
IT’S DARK IN HERE
Shel Silverstein

I am writing these poems
From inside a lion,
And it's rather dark in here.
So please excuse the handwriting
Which may not be too clear.
But this afternoon by the lion's cage
I'm afraid I got too near.
And I'm writing these lines
From inside a lion,
And it's rather dark in here.
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THE PORKY
Shel Silverstein

Oh who will wash the porky’s ears,
And who will comb his tail,
And who will shine his long sharp quills
And manicure his nails?
Oh Willie may wash the porky’s ears,
And Carole may comb his tail,
And Sidney may shine his long sharp quills,
And I’ll go down for the mail….

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

SONG OF THE TRAIN
David McCord
Clickety-clack,
Wheels on the track,
This is the way
They begin the attack:
Click-ety-clack,
Click-ety-clack,
Click-ety, clack-ety,
Click-ety
Clack.

Clickety-clack,
Over the crack,
Faster and faster
The song of the track:
Clickety-clack,
Clickety-clack,
Clickety, clackety,
Clackety.
Clack.

Riding in front,
Riding in back,
Everyone hears
The song of the track:
Clickety-clack,
Clickety-clack,
Clickety, Clickety,
Clackety
Clack.

TREES
Sarah Coleridge
 
The Oak is called the king of trees,
The Aspen quivers in the breeze,
The Poplar grows up straight and tall,
The Peach tree spreads along the wall,
The Sycamore gives pleasant shade,
The Willow droops in watery glade,
The Fir tree useful in timber gives,
The Beech amid the forest lives.
--------------------------------------------------------------

RAIN
Shel Silverstein

I opened my eyes
And looked up at the rain,
And it dripped in my head
And flowed into my brain,
And all that I hear as I lie in my bed
Is the slishity-slosh of the rain in my head.

I step very softly,
I walk very slow,
I can't do a handstand--
I might overflow,
So pardon the wild crazy thing I just said--
I'm just not the same since there's rain in my head.
--------------------------------------------------------------

WHERE THE SIDEWALK ENDS
Shel Silverstein

There is a place where the sidewalk ends
And before the street begins,
And there the grass grows soft and white,
And there the sun burns crimson bright,
And there the moon-bird rests from his flight
To cool in the peppermint wind.

Let us leave this place where the smoke blows black
And the dark street winds and bends.
Past the pits where the asphalt flowers grow
We shall walk with a walk that is measured and slow,
And watch where the chalk-white arrows go
To the place where the sidewalk ends.

Yes we'll walk with a walk that is measured and slow,
And we'll go where the chalk-white arrows go,
For the children, they mark, and the children, they know
The place where the sidewalk ends.

Created by Jesse C. Rathgeber, 2012



Read the Words: Poem-Based Song
Evaluation Rubric

Not There Getting There Excellent

Reading/Singing Is not fluently read/sung Is somewhat fluently read/
sung Is very fluently sung

Ostinato There is no ostinato pattern
There is an ostinato but it 

does not work well with the 
reading of the poem

There is an ostinato that 
works will with the reading of 

the poem

Sound and Word 
Choices

Sound and word choices 
don’t seem to go together

Some sound and word 
choices seem to go together

Sound and word choices go 
together and are used 

affectively 

Notation
Composition is not clearly 
notated AND the notation 

does not makes sense

Composition is either not 
clearly notated OR the 
notation does not make 

sense 

Composition is clearly 
notated AND the notation 

makes sense 

Describe how and why you made your sound and word choices:Describe how and why you made your sound and word choices:Describe how and why you made your sound and word choices:Describe how and why you made your sound and word choices:

Teacher Comments:Teacher Comments:Teacher Comments:Teacher Comments:
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